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ABSTRACT
The Abhiseka of Buddhist Priests, locally called, Boonkonghod > is the

sprinkling rite tradition for the establishment of the praiseworthy priests with ecclesiastical

dignitaries.  The way to honour the priests of the Northeast is different from that of the
Central part: the latter bestowed by the king, the Jormer praised by the people. Laudation
of the exceptional priests by the Abhisekaq is practised by public opinion. Successful priests
with the completion of the course of the Tripitaka in accompaniment of strictness in Dhama
Vinaya deserve Abhiseka. To invite the priests for Abhiseka, people present them with

Slower-trays, joss-sticks and candles. Acceptance of those offerings suggests the acceptance
of the invitation.

On the eve of the Abhiseka Day, “ Kong Hod >, the offerings composed of

eight necessary articles required by Buddhist priests, some utilities, silver plates and gold

plates for engraving the names of the priests, candles and bai-sri*  are provided equal in
number to those of the priests accepting the invitation for the Abhiseka. A bath hall with
troughs is constructed, a stone seat set up and a perfume jar provided, With the comple—

tion of these arrangements, people then celebrate the Kong had » with processions, the

celebration of which is considered an important accomplishment which will bring them
Strong merit,

At the auspicious moment on the Abhiseka Day, a senior Buddhist priest, acting
as the head of the ceremony, presents talipots to the Abhiseka priests, sets white round
strings of yarn on their heads, and leads them to the bath hall. After having invited them
10 it on the stone seat, the senjor priest lights the candles, presents a suit of yellow robes
and the Abhiseka utilities to each of the Abhiseka priests and pours perfume on their heads.
Chayanto prayers are chanted by a group of priests, and the gongs of victory are sounded.

* Cooked rice topped with a boiled egg, used as offerings,
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The other priests, laymen and people of all age pour the perfume to the Abhiseka priests
through the troughs. The Abhiseka ceremony being over, the Abhiseka priests clothe

themselves with yellow robes and return to a hall for sermons. With all present, the most
senior Abhiseka priest gives the commandments, the leader of the laymen reads the silver
plates and gold plates bestowing ecclesiastical dignitaries to the Abhiseka priests.

Presented to the Abhiseka priests are silver plates and gold plates together with all
““ Kong hod™ . Thus ends the ceremony of Abhiseka of the Buddhist priests.
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