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Tham Khwan Khao Ritual and the Change of Agricultural Practice
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ABSTRACT

This article objective was to present and to explain the origin of agricultural practice
which has influenced on “Tham Kwan Khao” ritual. “Tham Kwan Khao” ritual was originated
from the belief that rice is protected by a sacred female spirit called “Mae Phosop” or the
rice goddess who makes rice abundantly grow. Without a spirit existence, rice would not
plentifully flower or flourish. Rice has been having a strong bound with Thai livelihood for
long time. Rice is not only staple food and economic crops in Thailand but also significantly
reflects culture, tradition, rituals, and beliefs with its own identities and its fertility meaning.
It was found that “Tham Kwan Khao” ritual is significantly considered as a local wisdom to
Thai farmers’ livelihood, which soon to be disappeared from Thai society. Due to becoming
an important role of the continuous development of the agricultural practice and the new
technologies in agricultural sector, the agricultural practice has been more adjusted to the
industia. Direction than it used to be in the past whereas “Tham Kwan Khao” ritual seen as

the local wisdom starts to fade upon.
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Figure 1 Flow chart of rice production pattern and their culture in the past and present

Source: Information is adapted from Thailand Rice Foundation under the Royal Patronage
(1999) and Department of Agriculture Extension (1978)
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Table 1 The differences farmer practices between the past and present of rice farming

procedure

Rice farming

procedure Advantages

Disadvantages

is not very tiring.

after each harvest.

in the past

“farmers”.

1. Labor is mainly from animals, so farmer | 1. Farming was seen as a no-frills

2. Farmers have enough rice seeds for 2. Farming without the use of chemicals
each crop as the seeds are selected

Rice farming 3. Farmers have a good relationship and | 3. Farmers lack knowledge and
unity within the farmer’s group.
4. Farmers pride themselves on being

5. “Tham Khwan Khao Ritual” a beautiful
wisdom holds the hearts of farmers.

occupation.

as a result, the yield is not as good
as it should be.

confidence to carry out agricultural
activities.

4. Farmers’ income from farming is not
enough to cover household expenses.

machines.

there is a large amount.
Rice farming at | 3

the present

regularly.

financial quality of life.

1. Farming uses the main labor from 1. Each farming has a high investment.

2. Farming uses chemicals to help each 2. Disappearance of “Tham Khwan
step. Therefore, the yield is fast and

. Farming has an irrigation system that
allows the rice fields to receive water

4. There is an industrial farming model.
As a result, farmers have better

Therefore, there is a high risk aswell.

Khao Ritual” from agricultural society.
3. Farming has a dynamic risk factor,
thus making farmers change their
occupation more.
4. Farmers’ health is not good. due to
the use of chemicals in farming

Source: Information adapted from the Thai Rice Foundation under royal patronage (1999)
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Changing agricultural
pattern

Tham Khwan Khao
Ritual and the change
in agricultural practice

Effects on Kwan-Rice

Rituals

Advancement of agricultural technology

N

J

The greater role of the industrial sector

\

J

The water source has an irrigation system

N

The role of farmers is declining

J
N

J

No one was interested as in the past

N\

J

Overlooked because it as a waste of time

N\

J

There is no one who inherits the rituals

N\

J

The commercial view is wasteful

N\

J

Figure 2 Flow chart showing the change in agricultural patterns and their impact on the

Kwan-Rice Rituals
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