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ABSTRACT
Most of oil is consumed in a transportation sector. An efficient car, which consumes least fuel,
can reduce both oil consumption and CO, emission. To identify the status of fuel economy of new-car
purchasing in Thailand, this research evaluated the average fuel economy of the registered new
passenger cars during 2006-2008 by using fuel economy guide of the United States Environmental
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Protection Agency and data on new registered passenger cars of Thai Department of Land Transport.
In addition, the promotion policy on purchasing of fuel-efficient passenger car of European Union
(EU), United State of America (U.S.), Japan, and Thailand were also studied. The results were found
that the highest number of registered new cars had the engine size of 1301 cc to 1600 cc while the
lowest number of cars had less than or equal 1300 cc engine size. The new car purchasing trend was
smaller size car. The average annual fuel economy of purchasing new cars in 2006-2008 was nearly
the same value of 32.5 miles per gallon or 13.8 km per liter which was lower than the value of
minimum energy performance standard (MEPS) of EU and Japan, but was higher than the MEPS of
U.S.. Car MEPS setting and labeling regulation are the important policy tools for improving the car
purchasing trend to the fuel-efficient cars. Thus these policy tools should be implemented as soon as
possible in Thailand.

Keywords: Fuel Economy, Passenger Car, Transportation Sector, Energy policy
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