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SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR OF SAMBAR DEER (Cervus unicolor) IN CAPTIVITY
Kanockkarn Khounha and Narit Sitasuwan

# Prasartwitayakarn school, Surin Province

#*Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai

The social behaviour of sambar deer was studied at Chiang Mai Zoo in
two enclosures. A 0.64 ha. enclosure contained 14 deer of different ages and
both sexes. A 0.16 ha. enclosure contained 6 deer also of different ages and
both sexes. The sambar deer displayed submission, appeasement and 3 levels of
aggressive behaviour to determine their position in the social hierarchy. The
age of the deer and presence or absence of antlers played a significant role
in determining an individual's position in the social hierarchy. Male-male
aggressive behaviour was significantly more frequent than male-female or
female-female aggression. Appeasement behaviour showed an opposite trend i.e.
a high frequency of female-female appeasement and low frequency of male-male
appeasement. Courtship behaviour by males and whether females were also

significant factors influencing the social hierarchy.
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