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Abstract. We investigated parental attitudes and behavior affecting their ability to
care for their children’s oral health among Thais who reside in or near Bangkok
and to develop a Thai version of a factor analysis questionnaire in order to assess
the risk of developing early childhood caries. There were 241 participants, 48.1%
were aged 20-to-30 years, 86.3% were married and 48% had two children. Thirty-
seven percent of subjects had a monthly income between 10,001 and 30,000 Baht.
There were significant associations (p<0.05) between parental education levels,
monthly incomes and attitudes and behaviors. There were significant associations
(p<0.05) between parental education levels, careers and causes of stress that af-
fected care of their child’s oral health. Factors that affected their ability to care for
their child’s oral health were from most to least was lack of time, lack of knowledge
about brushing, stress from work, not raising their child by themselves, economics
problems and being a single parent. Parental attitudes and behavior in regard to
their child’s oral health were associated with their education levels and monthly
income. Factors that affected their ability to care for their child’s oral health were
their education levels and their careers. These factors should be considered when
giving oral hygiene education to improve their parenting capabilities.
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