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Abstract. Iran is in the malaria pre-elimination stage. In this situation community 
based strategies are important for malaria control. In order to intensify elimination 
activities we need to have a better understanding of the knowledge, attitudes and 
practices (KAP) of malaria prevention in the community. We carried out a KAP 
study in one malaria endemic district in southern Iran in 2009 using a structured 
questionnaire. Five villages with indigenous malaria cases during the previous 
year and a high potential for anopheline mosquito breeding were selected. All the 
households in each village were visited and the head of the household or other 
responsible adult was interviewed. Data were analyzed using SPSS 11.5. A total 
of 494 respondents from the five villages participated. More than 33% of people in 
the study area were living in sheds with poor facilities. The illiteracy level of the 
studied population was high (44.2%) and significantly affected the knowledge and 
practices of the respondents about malaria control (p<0.05). Descriptive analysis 
showed significant differences between sex, job and history of malaria infection 
of the respondents and their knowledge and practices about malaria control 
(p<0.05). Knowledge of the respondents about the route of transmission in malaria 
was good; 72.1% knew mosquitoes were the vector. Most people knew at least 
one symptom of the disease. The practices of respondents were 59.5% for bednet 
use and 9.3% for screening windows. The knowledge, attitudes and practices of 
respondents in this survey about malaria control were good in some cases, but 
in general needed to be improved with educational programs.
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