
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ BEHAVIORS REGARDING SWINE FLU

Vol  42  No. 1  January  2011 161

Correspondence: Dr Ali Ozer, Department of
Public Health, Medical Faculty, Kahramanmaras
Sutcuimam University, Yoruk Selim Mah.
Hastane Cad. No: 32, Tr-46100 Kahramanmaras,
Turkey.
Tel: +90-344 221 2337; Fax: +90-344 221 2371
E-mail: aliozer91@hotmail.com

MEDICAL FACULTY AND SCHOOL OF HEALTH STUDENT
KNOWLEDGE OF AND BEHAVIOR REGARDING SWINE
FLU AND VACCINE, IN KAHRAMANMARAS, TURKEY

Ali Ozer1, Ekrem Kirecci2, Hasan Cetin Ekerbicer1 and Mustafa Celik3

1Department of Public Health, 3Department of Family Medicine,
Faculty of Medicine; 2School of Health, Kahramanmaras Sutcuimam University,

Kahramanmaras, Turkey

Abstract. This study was carried out to determine Medical Faculty and School of
Health student knowledge of and behavior regarding swine flu and vaccine. The
study was carried out at Kahramanmaras Sutcuimam University School of Health
among the medical faculty and students. All 296 students of the Kahramanmaras
Sutcuimam University School of Health and 76 students of the Faculty of Medi-
cine were supposed to participate in the study. Ninety-six point one percent of the
students in the study know high fever was one of the symptoms of swine flu,
91.8% said it was spread directly by sneezing or coughing and 95.5% knew wash-
ing hands with soap and water especially after coughing and sneezing, should be
done to reduce the risk of infection.  Sixty-five point four percent of students knew
fatigue and body aches were adverse effects of the swine flu vaccine. Only 9.6% of
students received the pandemic flu vaccine. Their knowledge regarding symp-
toms and methods of spread was low, but regarding measures taken for preven-
tion was high. Both swine flu knowledge and vaccine knowledge were higher in
those who received the flu vaccine than in those who did not receive it. In pan-
demic situations, training should be given immediately to medical, midwifery
and nursing students who are models for society.
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