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Abstract. This paper reports six male undergraduate students living at a local uni-
versity hostel who were infested with cat fleas (Siphonaptera: Pulicidae: Ctenocepha-
lides felis felis) in February 2009. All of them suffered from maculopapular rashes
and severe pruritus after the bites. Investigation revealed the presence of a stray cat
in the hostel building; five of the students had a history of contact with the cat. Six
cat fleas were collected at the hostel and identified as C. felis felis. Most of the stu-
dents were not aware of this infestation and did not seek medical treatment.

Key words: Ctenocephalides felis felis, cat flea, infestation, Malaysia

Correspondence: Prof Dr Baharudin Omar, De-
partment of Biomedical Sciences, Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia, Jalan Raja Muda Abdul
Aziz, 50300 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Tel: +6 (03) 40405194; Fax: +6 (03) 26914304
E-mail: bahar@medic.ukm.my

Vol 41 No. 6 November 2010

1331



