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Abstract. In Hong Kong, the white-lipped green pit viper (Trimeresurus albolabris)
accounts for the majority of venomous snake bites. In these patients, the cardinal
features are local pain and swelling and mild coagulation abnormalities, but digi-
tal gangrene is uncommon. A 58-year-old woman was bitten on the left middle
finger pulp by a white-lipped green pit viper. She developed local pain and swell-
ing and coagulopathy, complicated by pulp tissue necrosis and digital gangrene
of left middle finger. She fully recovered after amputation of the left middle finger
at the mid portion.

Key words: digital gengrene, Trimeresurus albolabris, snake bite, Hong Kong

Correspondence: Prof Thomas YK Chan, Di-
vision of Clinical Pharmacology, Department
of Medicine and Therapeutics, Faculty of
Medicine, The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, Prince of Wales Hospital, Shatin, New
Territories, Hong Kong.

Tel: (852) 2632 3907; Fax: (852) 2646 8756
E-mail: tykchan@cuhk.edu.hk

192 Vol 41 No. 1 January 2010



