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Abstract. The objective of this study was to assess the sexually transmitted infec-
tion (STI) prevalence and sexual risk behavior among female sex workers (FSWs)
in Indonesia. This cross-sectional 2005 study involved 2,500 FSWs in nine prov-
inces in Indonesia. Informed consent was obtained; behavioral and clinical data
were collected. Specimens were collected for STI testing, endocervical swabs were
tested for Chlamydia  trachomatis and Neisseria gonorrhoeae (PCR), vaginal smears
were cultured to detect Trichomonas vaginalis and sera were tested for syphilis (RPR
and TPHA). The prevalence of chlamydial infection was 43.5%, gonorrhea 28.6%,
trichomoniasis 15.1%, and syphilis 8.7%; the prevalence of any STI was 64.0%.
Inconsistent condom use, younger age, and higher number of clients were inde-
pendent risk factors for the presence of gonorrhea/chlamydia. Inconsistent con-
dom use was common (73.2%); starting sex work at younger age, and higher num-
ber of clients were independent risk factors. Vaginal douching was reported by
89.6% of FSWs; no association with gonorrhea/chlamydial infection was found.
This study identified a high STI prevalence and low consistent condom use among
FSWs in Indonesia. This will need to be addressed to prevent further spread of
infections, including HIV.
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